
Frequently Asked Questions About Lake Bowen and Lake Blalock 

Where can I swim? 

- Per SC State Law 50-25-1310 and 50-25-1330, wading, bathing and swimming are prohibited 
within 200 feet of SWS recreational areas, public landings, bridges, and designated restricted 
areas. Individuals who choose to enter the water from a watercraft do so at their own risk. 

Is camping allowed in the park? 

- Camping is prohibited on SWS property. 

Can I rent one of the pavilions? 

- The pavilions at Lake Bowen and Lake Blalock are available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

How many parking spaces are at Lake Bowen Park? 

- There are 64 non-trailer parking spaces and 77 designated boat trailer parking spaces located at 
Lake Bowen 

Can I set up a food truck? 

- Spartanburg Water does not permit commercial business activities on its property. 

Can my church conduct a baptism? 

- Per SC State Law 50-25-1310 and 50-25-1330, wading, bathing, and swimming are prohibited 
within 200 feet of SWS recreational areas, public landings, bridges, and designated restricted 
areas. 

Where can I fish? 

- At Lake Bowen, fishing is permitted within the park from the shoreline and designated overlook 
areas, as well as from the Compton Bridge Pier. At Lake Blalock, fishing is permitted from the 
shoreline within the park and from the fishing pier located behind the warden’s office. 
Individuals aged 16 and older must possess a valid South Carolina fishing license. 

What are the park hours? 

- Automatic gates at both Lake Bowen and Lake Blalock open at 6:00 a.m. and close at midnight. 

Where can I purchase a fishing license? 

- South Carolina fishing licenses may be purchased online at www.dnr.sc.gov. 
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Can I test my boat? 

- Boat testing on Lake Bowen is permitted Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Testing is not allowed on weekends or holidays, and V-drive boats are prohibited. 

- On Lake Blalock, boat testing is permitted Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
with no testing allowed on weekends or holidays. All vessels must comply with established 
horsepower restrictions; boats exceeding those limits must be tested on Lake Bowen. 

- All individuals must check in at the warden’s office prior to launching any vessel. 

What are the requirements to purchase a new boat sticker? 

- To obtain a new boat sticker, the vessel must be presented for inspection along with all required 
documentation. This includes registration paperwork for both the boat and motor, as well as all 
mandated safety equipment. Required safety equipment includes U.S. Coast Guard–approved 
life jackets for each person on board, a fire extinguisher, a horn or whistle, and a throwable 
flotation device (for vessels that are 16’ or longer). 

- For newly purchased vessels, a copy of the bill of sale must be provided (notarized if purchased 
out of state), along with properly signed titles and a completed application to be submitted to 
the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR). 

I lost my boat sticker.  Can I get a replacement sicker? 

- Spartanburg Water System (SWS) permits one replacement sticker for motorized watercraft. To 
obtain a replacement, the vessel must be brought to the Warden’s Office for verification. 

- Watershed staff will confirm that a valid sticker was previously issued. Upon verification, staff 
will issue the replacement sticker and will affix it to the vessel. 

- Non-powered watercraft can not get replacement stickers. If lost, you must purchase a new one.  

Do I need a permit for a non-powered canoe/kayak, pedal boat. Or stand-up paddle board? 

- Spartanburg Water System (SWS) requires all watercraft operating on its lakes to display a valid 
access sticker. To obtain a non-powered access sticker, the watercraft must be brought to the 
Warden’s Office for inspection, along with the required safety equipment. 

- At a minimum, all vessels must carry a U.S. Coast Guard–approved life jacket and a whistle while 
on the water.  

Where do I need to place my watercraft permit sticker?  

- Permit stickers must be affixed to the left (port) side of the watercraft, adjacent to the end of 
the state registration number, for all motorized vessels, sailboats, and personal watercraft (e.g., 
jet skis). 

- For paddleboards, canoes, kayaks, pedal boats, and all other non-powered watercraft, the 
permit sticker must be affixed to the left (port) side on the forward (front) portion of the vessel. 

 

 

 

 

 



What are the horsepower restrictions? 

Lake Bowen Lake Blalock 
Outboard                           Max 115 HP Boats                 Max  30 HP 
Inboard/Outboard            Max 200 HP   Stern 
Drive                

Pontoons           Max 40 HP 

PWC                                   Max 190 HP PWC’S ARE NOT ALLOWED  
Inboard      Direct Drives allowed on Lake Bowen ONLY- No HP restriction 
Inboard      V-Drive are NOT ALLOWED on either lake per State Law 50-25-1320 

 

Can I fish or stay out on the lake overnight? 

- On Lake Bowen, the operation of any boat, watercraft, or other vessel is prohibited between 
midnight and one hour before sunrise. 

- On Lake Blalock, the operation of any boat, watercraft, or other vessel is also prohibited 
between midnight and one hour before sunrise. However, public access to Lake H. Taylor Blalock 
is permitted for the purpose of waterfowl hunting on department-leased premises on 
Wednesday mornings during the federal waterfowl hunting season, beginning at 5 a.m. 

Can I bring my barbecue grill to the park? 

- Spartanburg Water System (SWS) permits the use of barbecue grills within its parks. Users are 
required to clean the area after use and properly dispose of all waste. 

What is the maximum mast height for a sailboat?  

-  In accordance with policy, the maximum allowable mast height for a sailboat is 30 feet. 

What are the fishing regulations for the lake?  

- For fishing regulations on Lake Bowen or Lake Blalock visit www.dnr.sc.goc/fishregs/ 

Can I ride my bicycle on the nature trail at Lake Blalock Park? 

- The nature trail located at Lake Blalock Park is restricted to foot traffic only. The use of bicycles, 
horses, and motorized vehicles is prohibited. 

 

 


