Assessment Period Ending August 25, 2026

This week’s USDM Author, Adam Allgood (NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC), with input from local, state, and federal partners

based in South Carolina.
Statewide Coverage By Category

Category Cg;ii‘:;:: l ct::tg:vi:: €
This Week
DO: Abnormally Dry 36.30% -1.74%
D1: Moderate Drought 29.22% +6.70%
D2: Severe Drought 24.00% -1.24%
D3: Extreme Drought 9.38% -3.54%
D4: Exceptional Drought 0.00% -0.19%

*Plus sign on “Change Since Last Week” indicates the expansion of the category
area, and the minus sign indicates the reduction of the category area.
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Drought Executive Summary

Water Resources Agriculture

Based on data from SCDES Ending Aug. 27, 2026 Based on USDA FSA Reports Ending Aug. 25, 2026
» Streamflow conditions improved or declined * Scattered rainfall left little improvement in most
depending on the amount and coverage of areas due to heat and evaporation.
rainfall * More beneficial, widespread rain needed for
» Little to no change in the groundwater and statewide positive effect.
reservoir levels across portions of the state. * Corn harvest continues with below average
* 18 water systems are requiring mandatory water yields. Cotton, peanuts, and soybean crops
conservation. doing better, but much more rain needed for
* 51 water systems are requesting voluntary water growth.
conservation measures.

The next SC Drought Response Committee (DRC) Meeting will be on
Tuesday, September 8, at 10 A.M.

For additional information, please contact drought@dnr.sc.gov or visit
scdrought.com
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South Carolina Drought Briefing — Aug. 28, 2026

Rainfall and Temperature Statistics

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation @ NiDIs} 7-Day Departure from Normal Maximum Temperature @ DS}
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Key Points Key Points
* Scattered areas received beneficial rainfall this past e Temperatures were above normal across the
week, which slightly improved deficits for parts of the state.
state. * Maximum temperatures ranged from the upper
* Rainfallis possible this weekend with a drier trend 80s to mid-90s.

expected next week.

7-Day Rainfall Forecast

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for August ‘@' @ N
28-September 4, 2026

Rainfall Forecast Confidence
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Predicted Inches of Precipitation The current forecast calls for 0.25
N e to 2.5 inches of rain over the next
0 0.01 0.1 0.25 0.5 0.75 1 125 15 1.75
T seven days.
175 2 25 3 2 s 7 e Normal August rainfallis
E::;;?;Jﬁ:ﬁ;fig;azls\‘/‘vze:ther Service Weather Prediction Center Drought.gov approxn‘nately 1 » per Week.

This information is based on forecast and outlook guidance from the National Weather Service.
For more information, visit: weather.gov and nhc.noaa.gov/


weather.gov
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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