
South Carolina Drought Briefing – July 2, 2026 

U.S Drought Monitor Update for South Carolina

Drought Executive Summary

Assessment Period Ending June 30, 2026
This week’s USDM Map is based on input from local, state, and federal partners.

Condition Change:

Water Resources Agriculture
Based on data from SCDES Ending July 1, 2026

• Localized rainfall has helped improve some 
streamflows; however, others continue to 
decline due to below-normal precipitation.

• Reservoir levels continue to hold steady.
• 15 water systems are requiring mandatory 

water conservation.
• 40 water systems are requesting voluntary 

water conservation measures.

Based on USDA FSA Reports Ending June 30, 2026

• Rainfall amounts varied across counties, with 
some areas receiving up to 2 inches while others 
saw little to no rain.

• Recent rain provided some short-term benefits 
to crops, but temperatures and continued 
dryness are causing stress, particularly corn.

• Hay yields are significantly below normal, and 
overall crop conditions range from decent to 
poor depending on local rainfall received.

The South Carolina Drought Response Committee (DRC) voted on June 11, 2026, 
and voted to downgrade 11 counties from severe to moderate drought status. 

The next DRC Meeting will be on Wednesday, July 8, 2026, at 10 A.M. 

Soil Moisture StreamflowsPrecipitation Reservoir Levels    Wildfire Risk

*Plus sign on “Change Since Last Week” indicates the expansion of the category area, 
and the minus sign indicates the reduction of the category area.

Statewide Coverage By Category
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Recent Rainfall: June 1 – 30, 2026
Data is preliminary until final quality control and review.

Wildfire Concerns

Based on data from SC  Forestry Commission

Month # of Fires # of Acres 
Burned

June 
2026 99 1,484

June             
10-Year 
Average

82 516

Potential for ignition and active fire 
behavior over the long weekend

The persistent hot and dry weather will 
increase the fire potential as fuels become 
extremely dry and ignition sources increase 
due to holiday recreation. The SC Forestry 
Commission is closely monitoring 
conditions across the State. 

Colleton County wildfire on 6/29 that burned 207 
acres.
Photo from SC Forestry Commission.
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Recent Streamflow and Soil Moisture Conditions 

Rainfall and Temperature Statistics

Key Points
• Since the end of May, dry conditions have 

prevailed over the state, with only a few locations 
recording above normal rainfall.

• Parts of the Pee Dee have received less than 50% 
of their normal rainfall over the past 30 days.

Key Points
• Maximum temperatures ranged from the mid-80s 

to mid-90s over the past 7 days.
• Temperatures were slightly below normal to 

slightly above normal for this time of year across 
the state.
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This information is based on forecast and outlook guidance from the National Weather Service.
For more information, visit: weather.gov and nhc.noaa.gov/

Rainfall Forecast Confidence
Potential Amount Coverage
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The current forecast calls for 0.10 to 1.50 inches of 
rain over the next seven days. Despite the forecasted 
rain, drought conditions will persist across the state.

7-Day Rainfall Forecast 

weather.gov
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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